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CHAPTER I 
SUMMARY OF RESEARCH 
The purpose of this study is to build exercises which may 
give the pupils in the intermediate grades the power that will 
enable them not only to write their thoughts into groups of 
words which are sentences, but also to express their ideas in 
sentences of quality. It is hoped that such power may be gained 
by providing the children with motivated exercises planned as 
carefully as possible at a time when the scientific approach to 
teaching composition is in its infancy and limited, of course, 
by the efforts of merely this one teacher. 
The need for skill in writing is accepted so universally 
that it is unnecessary to discuss it fully here. The bulk of 
written material is for others to read. In order for the 
readers to understand the writings, it is important that writers 
express themselves in sentences. In order for the readers to be 
pleased, it is important that writers formulate sentences of 
quali-ty. The fact that composition is a vital study might lead 
one to assume that it is a well-taught subject (and therefore a 
well-learned one) and also one liked by the majority of children 
Unfortunately, these assumptions are not true. Neither high-
school teachers nor junior-high-school teachers are satisfied 
with the writings of their new charges. Sadly, it must be ad-
mitted that composition is the least liked subject of all in the 
elementary grades. What, then, should the elementary teachers 
'-1-
do? This paper has been written as a small contribution to ful-
fill in part a. great need in composition teaching. 
1/ 
Paul McKee- states, 11Apparently the teaching of sentence 
• 
sense is no simple job. There is ample evidence to show that a 
large percentage of the errors made by elementary-school pupils 
and high-school and college students may be classified as mis-
takes in sentence structure and lack of sentence sense. There 
is some reason to believe, therefore, that considerable atten-
tion should be given to the problem~ 
2/ 
Dawson- says, uFor decades, teachers in the United States 
have striven to develop in their pupils the so-called sentence 
sense and to help the pupils avoid the use of sentence-fragments 
and run~on sentences. It has been a long, hard, gallant 
struggle; yet many children continue to be inadequate in 
handling the longer sentences. Teachers can well feel dis-
couraged when they think, how, from first grade on, the chil-
dren have been asked to talk and write in sentences and how 
they tend to use run-on and fragmentary sentences when they go 
into junior and senior high school. 11 
3/ 
Fitzger~ld and Knaphle- formulate the following implications, 
1/Mc~ee~ Paul, Language in the Elementary School (Revised Edi-
~ion), tloughton_I~Tfltn Company, Boston, 1939, p. 306. 
2/Dawson, Mildred A., nMaximum Essentials in English, 11 Elemen-
'tary English (January, .1:948), vol. 25, p. 37. 
3/Fitzgerald, ·james A. and Knaphle, Lawrence c., 11Crucial 
Language Difficulties in Letter Writing of Elementary School 
Children,'~ Elementary :Egglish Reyiew (January, 1944), vol. 21, 
PP• 16-17, _ 
• 
• 
after a study of the language errors or 2,218 life letters of 
third, fourth, and fifth graders: .,A dynamic teaching of the 
sen,tence should be fostered to eliminate the types or mistakes 
recorded in the present study • . . . rr the sentence were 
mastered, words necessary to it would not be omitted, the verb 
would be made to agree with its subject, and redundant and 
ambiguous sentences would be eliminated. The concentration of 
the sentence, then, would eliminate a large percentage of the 
errors frequently made by children of these grade levels.n 
They conclude, nPerhaps more than anything else, the 
appraisal indicated the lack of understanding and mastery of 
the sentence.n 
A study of the first draft of 12,000 stories about an 
interesting experience during the summer vacation causes 
1/ 
Bear- to arrive at these thoughts: "Children used run-on sen-
tences more frequently than they used incomplete sentences; 
and boys used them more frequently than girls did. The per-
centage or 'run-on' sentences for both boys and girls was 
higher in the middle grades than it was in the primary or upper 
grades. In view or the fact that even in the eighth grade, 
however, 51% or the pupils used one or more 'run-on' sentences, 
this phase of usage in writing undoubtedly deserves considera-
tion in the language program of the elementary schools.n 
1/Bear, Mata V., nchildren 1 s Growth in the Use or Written Lan-
guage," Eleme:p.tary English Review (December, 1939L. vol. 16, 
pp. 317-318. 
3 
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1/ 
Pressey- bases these conclusions on a study of 980 papers 
written by pupils in grades 7-12: n(l) Errors in sentence 
structure appear to be as common in the last two years of high 
school as in the seventh and eighth grades . (2) In gen-
eral, errors in sentence structure are of a few, frequently re-
curring types. The most common errors persist throughout high 
school, and appear in the writing of college students. (3) Tw~ 
general types of errors -- failure to make proper sentence 
division and omission of word or phrase -- make up approximatel 
one-half of all the errors." 
2/ . 
Smith explains~ nThe term 'sentence sense' implies the 
ability to recognize completeness in the expression of an idea. 
Since increasing complexity of ideas is a mark of growth, the 
problem of 'sentence sense' remains a crucial one at every 
level of instruction from the pre-school to the graduate school. 
There can be no such thing as 'mastery of sentence sense' once 
.and for all at any particular grade level. The child can learr 
only to express with completeness ideas of the complexity char-
acteristic of his degree of maturity. The moment he advances 
in thought to more complex problems, he faces anew the achieve-
ment of a so-called 1 sentence sense. 1 n 
1/Pressey, s. L., nA Statistical Study of Children's Errors in 
Sentence Structure/' The English J"ournal High School Edition 
(September, 1925), vol. 14, pp. 529-530. · 
2/Smith, Dora v., nGrowth in Language Power as Related to Chile 
Development, n Teaching Language in the Elementary School, Fort.'-
third Yearbook, Part II, National Society for the Study of 
Education, The Department of Education, The University of 
Chicago, Chicago, Ill., 1944,,Chap. IV, p. 66. 
4 
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CHAPTER II 
ORGANIZATION OF .. TEE EXERCISES 
These exercises have been planned to develop in children 
of intermediate grades the ability to write in sentences and to 
write sentences of quality. The plan includes exercises to 
correct the faults of writing fragmentary sentences, of writing 
run-on sentences, and of writing choppy sentences; in addition, 
it includes exercises to gain skill in writing sentences of 
variety. The latter group of exercises is suggested to instill 
in the children the skill of writing sentences of quality. 
The writer has endeavored to develop a group of exercises 
which are interesting to children. An earnest effort has been 
made to include a variety of subjects so that motivation will 
not present a problem. The exercises are short and diverse. 
The writing requirements to accomplish each exercise have been 
reduced to a minimum. Checking the exercises for their accept-
ability will be a simple matter for many of the exercises. Al-
though the vocabulary of the exercises has not been cheeked witt 
any reading list, it is the op~nion of the writer that it is 
neither too easy nor too difficult for the intermediate grade 
children who will be chosen to do the exercises. 
To the teacherts discretion have been left such technical 
matters as deciding what pupils need to do the exercises, which 
exercises they should do, when and how many they should do, as 
well as the method of presenting, completing, and correcting 
-5-
v 
the exercises. 
The writer has striven to discover from a study of numerous 
language texts many kinds of exercises. ~o the findings have 
been added types of exercises of her own invention. The follow-
ing organization of the exercises is original. 
6 
A. Exercises to Correct the Fault of Writing Fragmentary 
Sentences. 
I. Recognition of Sentences. 
a. Sentence work. 
1. Indicating which of two groups of words is the sentence. 
2. Indicating which of several answers to a given question 
is a sentence. 
3. Indicating which are sentences in a list of five or more 
groups of words. 
b. Paragraph work. 
1. Indicating in a paragraph of five or more sentences one 
group of words which is a fragment. 
2. Indicating the sentences and the fragments in a paragraph 
of numbered groups of words, capitalization and end 
,.· 
punctuation being used. 
3. Spotting the two sentences in a group of words having 
neither beginning capita~ization nor end punctuation. 
4. Spotting the three sentences in a group of words having 
neither beginning capitalization nor end punctuation. 
5. Spotting nne, two, or three sentences in groups of words 
having neither beginning capitalization nor end 
punctuation. 
6. Indicating the sentences in a paragraph containing neithe 
beginning capitalization nor end,punctuation. 
7 
e 
II. 
a. 
b. 
III. 
a. 
b. 
c. 
Games with Sentence Parts. 
Matching beginnings and endings to make sentences. 
Arranging jumbled words to make sense. 
Making Word Groups into Sentences. 
Addition of endings to given beginnings. 
Addition of beginnings to given endings. 
Addition of words either at the beginning or at the end 
of a given group of words. 
IV. Recognition of Fragments and Their Correction. 
a. Correction of a paragraph written entirely in fragments; 
correction being made by putting fragments together to 
make sentences. 
b. Correction of a paragraph written partially in fragments 
and partially in sentences; correction being made by 
adding words to fragments or by changing words around. 
c. Correction of a paragraph written in fragments and in 
sentences; correction being made by adding words to frag-
ments or by joining fragments to sentences. 
v. Writing Original Sentences. 
a. Answering questions by writing sentences. 
1. Answering a single question about a topic by a single 
statement. 
2. Answering the question, nWhat happened then?n after 
reading an incomplete story. 
b. Writing questions about a given topic. 
1. ··Answer the question. 
8 
2. Writing a question from a given answer. 
c. Writing a given number of sentences about a topic. 
1. One sentence telling one thing. 
2. Two sentences. 
3. Five sentences or more. 
d. Writing a sentence or more about an act or pantomime just 
viewed. 
e. Writing riddles about a given topic. 
e 
10 
B. Exercises to Correct the Fault of Writing Run-on Sentences. 
I. Comparison Study of Run-on Sentences and the Corrected 
Sentences. 
a. Recognition of error. 
1. 
2. 
Run-on fault due to lack of punctuation and capitalizaticu. 
Run-on fault due to joining words. 
rr. 
a. 
1. 
2. 
b. 
.. :1. 
2. 
IIIo 
a. 
b. 
Correction of Run-on Sentences. 
Errors caused by lack of capitalization and punctuation. 
Correction made by writing two sentences. 
Correction made by writing three or more sentences. 
Errors caused by joining words. 
Correction made by writing two sentences • 
Correction made by writing three or more sentences. 
Recognition and Correction of Run-on Sentences. 
Correction of a paragraph containing some run-on sentences. 
Correction of a paragraph containing fragments and run-on 
statements. 
IV. Writing Original Sentences. 
a. Detailed suggestions given. 
1. Writing a story by answering each of a set of four 
numbered questions by a statement. 
2. Writing four sentences about a topic following four 
numbered suggestions in outline form. 
3. Writing four sentences following four suggestions by 
topics separated by semi-colons. 
4. Writing a report by answering in an unlimited number of 
sentences a series of unnumbered ouestions written in 
11 
paragraph :rorm. 
5. Writing a story in as many sentences aa are necessary 
.r-
\.._.; about the topics separated by semi-colons. 
b. Topic suggestion only given. 
1. Finishing a story. 
2. Writing a report, using a given beginning sentence. 
3. Writing a news item. 
4. Writing an unlimited number o:r sentences about a topic. 
5. Writing a report a:rter watching an act or a pantomime. 
~-II 
.a. 
._,:; 
I. Study of Methods of Improving Choppy Sentences. 
a. Two or three choppy sentences joined into one sentence 
joining ideas and leaving out words or by: using connect-
• 
a. 
1. 
2. 
b. 
1. 
2. 
c. 
1. 
2. 
ing words. 
Rewriting Choppy Sentences • 
Changing two or more choppy sentences into one sentence 
by joining ideas and leaving out words. 
Following model. 
No model to follow. 
Changing two sentences into one sentence by using a gi 
connecting word, following a model. 
Connecting word first. 
Connecting word between the two parts. 
Changing two sentences into one sentence by using a 
joining word; no model. to follow. 
List of joining words given. 
No list of joining words given. 
d. Changing only the choppy sentences in a paragraph. 
II. Writing Original Sentences. 
a. Writing in one sentence, using joining words, all the 
ideas gleaned after watching an act or pantomime. 
ote: Connecting words: and, but, or 
Time words: when, as, while, until, after, before, in 
Relative pronouns: who, that, which, whose 
Place: where 
Cause: because, for, although, since, if, unless, as 
12 
-D. Exercises to Gain Skill in Writing Sentences of Variety. 
I. Making Short Sentences Longer. 
a. Study of model sentences made longer by the addition, one 
at a time, of ideas suggested by such words as: when, 
where, what color, what kind, what size, what action, 
what sound, how, why, and how many. 
b. Writing of longer sentences by the addition of ideas, one 
at a time, following a list of suggestions. 
c. Original writing. 
Writing a long sentence to describe an act; the time 
(of day, the weekday, month, season, year) designated by 
azclock, picture, calendar, clothing worn, or ty~e of ac-
tivity; the place designated by a map, picture, sign, sign-
post, or type of activity. 
II. Variety of Sentences. 
a. Exclamations. 
1. Study of how statements are made into exclamations. 
2. Changing statements into exclamations. 
3. Writing exclamations which might be made under given 
tr if11 situations. 
4. 
b. 
1. 
2. 
3· 
4. 
. . 
Writing exclamations after viewing an act. 
Commands. 
Study of sentences written as commands. 
Identifying the command. 
Writing a command for a given situation. 
Writing a note containing a request. 
c. Writing a three-sentence story containing a statement, 
a question, and an exclamation. 
1. Topic suggested. 
2. Writing about a viewed act. 
d. Writing a four-sentence stor-y in the. four types of 
sentences, following a suggestion. 
III. Words in a Series. 
a. Study of the way groups of short sentences may be 
written into one sentence by Jusing a series const:t>uc-
tion. 
' 1. Single words. 
2. Groups of words. 
b. Writing into one sentence, using a series construction, 
all the ideas in a group ·of short sentences. 
c. Answering questions by using words in series. 
d. Writing sentences by using a set of given words in 
series. 
e. Writing about an act just viewed, using words in a 
series. 
IV. Comparisons. 
a. ·study of sentences written without and with comparisons 
b. Finishing sentences by adding comparisons. 
c. Using given comparisons in sentences. 
d. Writing a sentence conta~ing a comparison about an act 
V. Appositive Construction. 
a. Study of eleven model sentences to learn how two short 
sentences have been formed into one longer sentence by 
14 
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the application of the appositive construction, using 
nouns, clauses, adjectives, verbals, and prepositional 
phrases. 
b. Changing. two short sentences into one long sentence 
following the model. 
c. Writing sentences using a set of given words as apposi-
tives; model to follow. 
d. Writing an original sentence using an appositive con-
struction after viewing an act. (The actor will intro-
duce self by a statement giving information about him-
self.) Such information would be used as the appositive 
VI. Varied Beginnings. 
a. Study of pairs of model sentences having changed order 
of words. Sentences to include the following kinds of 
words to begin the sentences! 
(1) Time words 
(2) Place words 
(3) Adverbs 
(4) Adjectives 
(5) Objects 
(6) Infinitives 
(7) Verbals 
(8) Prepositions 
(9) Predicates 
b. Rewriting sentences so that they begin with the under-
lined words. 
15 
c. Rewriting sentences so that they have different begin-
nings. 
d. Rewriting a paragraph so that each sentence begins 
differently. 
e. Writing about a skit in three or four sentences, each 
beginning a different way. 
; 
\ . ========~====================================================~ ====== 
~. 
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CHAPTER III 
MODEL EXERCISES 
Exercises to Correct the Fault of Writing Fragmentary 
1/ 
Sentences.-
I. Recognition of Sentences. 
a. Sentence work. 
1. Indicating which of two groups of words is a sentence. 
Decide which one of the two groups of words is a sen-
tence. Write "S 11 in front of the sentence., 
More than a dozen jets in the sky. 
Jets are fast. 
2. Indicating which of several answers to a given question 
is a sentence. 
Read the question and the answer. Decide which one of 
the answers is a sentence. Write "S" in front of it. 
Question: What made the Wright Brothers famous? 
Answers: Beoause of their flight in a heavier-than-air 
machine. 
They were the first to fly successfully in 
heavier-than-air machines. 
First to fly successfully heavier-than-air 
flying machines. 
3. Indicating which are sentences in a list of five or more 
groups of words. 
~/The captions used in this chapter correspond to those in 
rhapter II, Organization of the Exercises. 
-17-
Read the following groups of words. Some of them are 
sentences. Write usn in front of the sentences. 
An airplane flying through the clouds. 
Helicopters ~ave been used to rescue men in trouble. 
Will you please obey the pilot's instructions? 
The friendly hostess in a pleasant but forceful manner. 
No smoking. 
Fasten your safety belts. 
b. Paragraph work. 
1. Indicating in a paragraph of five or more sentences one 
group of words which is a fragment. 
Read this paragraph. One group of words is not a sen-
tence. Draw a line under the words which do not form a sen-
tence. 
Early this morning our dog Blackie barked as if strangers 
were trying to get in. Dad and I rushed downstairs, two steps 
at a time, to investigate. Not a soul did we discover. Every. 
thing seemed to be in order. Still Blackie barked. What was 
the trouble we wondered. When Dad quieted Blackie, we listenec 
carefully. There was a suspicious tapping outside. Dad 
walked out quietly. What did he see? A woodpecker pecking 
at the old maple tree beside the house! 
2. Indicating the sentences and the fragments in a paragraph 
o~ numbered groups of words, capitalization and end 
punctuation being used. 
The groups of words in this paragraph are numbered. Some 
are sentences and some are not. Under the paragraph write the 
18 
numbers or the sentences. 
1. Did you know that the United States Capitol at Wash-
ington, D. c. once served as barracks, military bakery, and 
\.j lias pi tal? 2. During the Civil War, when our capital was in 
danger. 3. Some or the Union's ·rirst volunteer troops slept 
on the rloor. 4. Their rirles stacked high under ramous 
\.__) 
paintings. 5. To the basement dusty wagons bore valuable bagf 
or rlour which were moved rrom threatened Georgetown. 6. Be-
tween statues, rows or hospital beds ror the wounded soldiers. 
3. Spotting the two sentences in a group or words having 
neither beginning capitalization nor end punctuation. 
The rollowing group or words should have been written as 
two sentences. Decide where each sentence begins and ends. 
Change into capital letters those small letters that are wrong 
and add the correct and punctuation. 
fhe pilot spotted the lost boy sleeping by a rock on 
which was stretched out a red shirt then he made plans ror 
the rescue 
4. Spotting the three sentences in a group or words having 
neither beginning capitalization nor end punctuation. 
The rollowing group or words contains three sentences, 
but there are no capital letters or periods as guides. Change 
into capital letters the small letters which are the beginnings 
or the sentences and put in the periods where they belong. 
when the lights were out we all shouted with glee ~ a 
moment we would know what movie we were to see soon we saw 
Mickey Mouse as rrisky as ever 
19 
5- Spotting one, two, or three sentences in groups of' words 
having neither beginning capitalization nor end punctua-
tion. 
One of' the f'ollowing word groups f'orms one sentence. On 
group of' words contains two sentences, and one group of' words 
contains three sentences. No capitals or end punctuation 
clues are present. Change into capitals those small letters 
which are the beginnings of' the sentences and put in the 
periods where they belong to show the ends of' the sentences. 
(1) last week Dad promised that he would take Roy to a 
ball game if' Roy could answer some baseball questions Dad 
wanted his 10 year old son to know something about the game 
he thought the promise would help 
(2) do you know what Roy did he studied his baseball 
cards every day f'or a week 
(3) before dad bought a ticket for Roy he asked Roy ten 
baseball questions which Roy answered correctly much to every 
one's satisf'action 
6. Indicating the sentences in a paragraph containing neithe 
beginning capitalization nor end punctuation. 
This paragraph has no capitals to show the beginnings of' 
the sentences; nor does it have punctuation to show the end-
ings. Change the small letters that are wrong into capitals 
and put in the end punctuation. 
can you guess what I saw yesterday it was a new stream-
lined train the engine and the seven cars behind it were made 
20 
it run could 
hardly believe it was a passing t~ain so swiftly did it 
pass that it looked like a silver streak in a moment 
out.of sight the gates lifted traffic moved over the 
how I would like to ride in a streamliner some day 
II. Games with Sentence Parts. 
a. Matching beginnings and endings to make sentences. 
·Make ·sentences by combining each beginning with an 
ending. 
Beginnings 
In a toy store 
A boy may look at toys but 
Before buying a toy. 
~Perhaps you do not have 
( enough money 
} Saving money for a game 
~you want 
~If you spend your money on 
~a toy 
)If you spend your money on 
~a soda 
Endings 
he must not abuse them 
} you make sure that you will 
(play with it 
are many games 
} you may enjoy yourself 
~only a short time 
is a good idea 
to buy a game you want 
~you may enjoy yourself 
(a long time 
b. Arranging jumbled words to make sense. 
In each group of words there are enough words to make 
a sentence, but something is wrong. The words are jumbled 
Arrange the words so that they make a· sentence. 
a canoe paddled George Uncle 
two used ~?J.:ars he 
the water a sound hardly still in the made canoe 
21 
III. Making Word Groups into Sentences. 
a. Addition of endings to given beginnings. 
The words below are the beginnings of sentences. Add 
endings of your own to make a sentence,out of each beginning. 
The telephone in the fire station - - -
An excited boy -
The firemen quickly - - -
The fire engine and the rescue truck - - - -
Soon the fire -
b. Addition of beginnings to given endings. 
The words below are endings of sentences. 
of your own to make sentences. 
- - - - decided to make a cake. 
- - w - read the recipe carefully. 
Ad~ beginningf 
- - - - was to put on the table all the necessary in-· 
gradients. 
she measured the ingredients carefully. 
- - a bowl she mixed the ingredients. 
- - she put the cake into the oven. 
liked the cake. 
c. Addition of words either at the beginning or at the 
end of a given group of words. 
Add words at the beginning or at the end of the followin€ 
word groups in order to make a sentence. 
a good swimmer 
a ball and a bat 
strike out 
22 
slid home 
winning a game 
IV. Recognition of Fragments and Their Correction. 
a. Correction of a paragraph written entirely in fragments 
by putting fragments together to make sentences. 
All or the word groups in this paragraph are fragments 
Write the paragraph in sentences by putting fragments to-
gether. There should be five sentences. 
when John returned home. he told his mother about his 
inspection. of a wonderful gadget in the kitchen of the 
newly finished house. on Hillside road. in the kitchen 
a remarkable sink. which ate up orange skins, banana peels 
and almost anything. that ordinarily was emptied. into 
garbage cans. to make the garbage eater work. all that 
had to do was to turn on the cold water. and to turn on 
drain handle. what a clever invention. that was. John 
wondered. if he could save enough money. to buy his mo 
a pig. the nickname of the garbage disposal. 
b. Correction of a paragraph written partially in fragment 
and partially in sentences; correction being made by 
adding words to fragments or by changing words around. 
In this paragraph some of the groups of words are sen-
tences and some of them are fragments. Decide which are 
fragments. Then plan to make them into sentences by adding 
words or changing words around. Write the paragraph cor-
rectl-y. 
23 
do you know who were the first passengers to ride in a 
balloon? a rooster, a lamb, and a duck because no person 
would risk his life. the balloon was invented by Stephen and 
Joseph Montgolf'ier. sons of a French paper maker. the first 
balloon rose about a mile in the air. it stayed in the air 
for eight minutes. what a surprise! 
e. Correction of a paragraph written in fragments and in 
sentences; correction being made by adding words to frag· 
ments or by joining fragments to sentences. 
This paragraph contains some sentences .and some frag-
ments. write the paragraph correctly by adding words to the 
fragments or by joining the fragments to another sentence. 
who ever heard of ironing a picture? don't laugh. it 
may seem an odd thing, but it is actually done. a good laun-
dry worker would not be asked. to iron pictures. only an 
artist could do the ironing. a Washington art store hired a 
woman. from Vienna to iron a famous picture in the nation's 
Capitol. she used a warm iron. the old extra wax on the 
back of the picture. a new backing on the f'amous picture. 
V. Writing Original Sentences. 
a. Answering questions by writing sentences. 
1. Answering a single question about a topic by a single 
statement. 
Answer each question by one sentence. 
What color do you like best? 
On what street do you live? 
24 
2. .Answering the question, nWhat happened then? 0 after 
reading an incomplete story. 
Read this story. Answer the question at the end by 
writing one statement. 
Little Jimmy saw his mother filling the cooky jar with 
his favorite cookies. When she finished she put the jar on 
the top shelf in the cabinet over the counter. At that mo-
ment the doorbell rang. Leaving the door opened, she dashed 
out of the room to answer the call. Jimmy looked longingly 
at the jar. He heard his mother talking with Mrs. Lane, a 
neighbor famous for her long stories. His face brightened 
as he noticed his baby sister's highchair. 
What happened then? 
S, Writing questions about a given topic. 
1. Answering the question . 
25 
. On the yellow piece of paper write a question about 
something in the news recently. Now write the answer in a 
sentence on the White _paper. The two papers will be collecte~, 
shuffled, and passed out so that each child gets a white and 
a yellow sheet. The first child will read the question. he 
has received. The child who thinks he has the answer will 
read it. The author of the question will judge the correct-
ness of the answer. 
2. Writing a question from a given answer. 
Here are some statements. See if you can make up the 
question which the statements answer. 
Bobby is playing short stop ror the Braves. 
When· Tom hit a home run with the bases loaded, the 
Braves won the game. 
c. Writing a given number or sentences about a topic. 
J., One sentence telling one thing. 
Write one sentence about a funny trick an animal has 
done. 
2. Two sentences. 
Write two sentences about your favorite game. 
3. Five sentences or more. 
Write five or more sentences about fun you had playing 
with someone you like. 
d. Writing a sentence or more about an act or pantomime just 
viewed~ 
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Watch Joseph's perrormance carefully. When he is througl, 
you will be asked to write one or more sentences about his ac•. 
Pretend you are a wide-awake reporter, invest~gator, spy, or 
a witness. Be sure you report accurately what you have wit-
nessed. 
Joseph walks slowly and quietly to the teacherts desk. 
He is holding a small brown paper bag tightly by the top. At 
the desk he opens the bag and takes out a big red apple. He 
shines it by rubbing the crumpled bag over it vigorously. 
Twice he stops to inspect his work. The third time he shakes 
his head with satisraction. He places the apple on the desk 
and runs from the room. 
e. Writing riddles about a given topic. 
Write a riddle about a food, a toy, or an animal. You 
may write it in sentences or questions, but do not name the 
answer in the riddle. Try to guess this riddle. 
I have four corners. Boys and girls, men and women use 
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me. Sometimes I am big. Sometimes I am small. My colors are 
many. Often I am plain, but many times I am full of decoratioJ s. 
I am made of cotton, silk, rayon, or wool. What am I? 
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B. Exercises to Correct the Fault of Writing Run-on Sentences. 
I. Comparison Study of Run-on Sentences and the Corrected 
Sentences. 
a. Recognition of ~rror. 
1. Run-on fault due to lack of capitalization and punctuatio • 
One of the paragraphs below is hard to understand becausE 
beginning capitals and end punctuation have been left out. 
Writing in such a way is wrong. Groups of words written with 
out beginning capitals and end punctuation contain errors 
called run-on sentences. Read the riddles below. Mark wit~ 
a cross before the first word the one which has the run-on 
error. 
They are made of wood or metal each one has four legs 
some of them have arms and backs but none have heads their 
legs may be short or long, thick or thin, rounded or flat 
sometimes people stand on them but they were made to sit on 
What are they? 
They are made of wood or metal. Each one has four legs. 
Some 'have arms and backs, but none have heads. Their legs 
may be short or long, thick or thin, rounded or flat. Some-
times people stand on them, but they were made to sit on. 
What are they? 
2. Run-on fault due to joining words. 
One of the paragraphs below contains the run-on fault be-
cause the sentences are joined by words instead of being sep-
arated by capital letters and end punctuation. Mark with a 
''' --..L•Urf·. :~•· ... -<;-_~.::;....•-...­
• ---..........:..:-:-._ .............. 
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II. 
cross in front of the first word the paragraph having the 
run-on error. 
I move up and down continually. I do not move from 
side to side. My path is very narrow. I may be red, blue 
or silver in color. People watch me often, especially whe 
I move near the top of my path. They watch me frequently 
when I move near the bottom of my path. 
Can you guess what I am? 
I move up and down continually and I do not move from 
side to side and my path is very narrow now I may be red, 
blue, or silver in color and people watch me often, es-
pecially when I move near the top of my path and they watc 
me frequently when I move near the bottom of my path but 
can you guess what I am? 
Correction of Run-on Sentences. 
a. Errors caused by lack of capitalization and punctuatioR. 
1. Correction made by writing two sentences. 
The following groups of words are written as if they 
made one sentence. Actually the words make two sentences. 
Can you spot the run-on error? Make the necessary correc-
tions. PUt in the punctuation marks and change into a cap-
ital letter the wrong small letter. 
Have you ever made fudge it is not hard if you use a 
candy thermometer. 
2. Correction made by writing three or more sentences. 
'·~- ..._ 
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Can you spot the run~on mistakes? The groups of' words 
should make three sentences. Make the necessary corrections. 
Change some small letters into capitals and put in the end 
punctuation marks. 
On his birthday :rather gave Ray a big box it was so ligh 
that Ray thought it was empty when he opened it he :found ~ 
brand new :five-dollar bill. 
b. Errors caused by joining words. 
1. Correction made by writing two sentences. 
The :following story has run-on mistakes. Two sentences 
have been written as one by the use of' joining words. Can you 
make the corrections? Put in the end punctuation, cross out 
needless words, and change a small letter into a capital lette • 
On April Fool's Day Jack and Jill who were twins tried to 
fool their mother and they dressed in each other's clothes. 
2. Correction made by writing three or more sentences. 
The following story has run-on mistakes. Three sentences 
have been written as one. Can you make the corrections? eros 
out the unnecessary words, put in the end punctuation marks, 
and change certain small letters into capitals. 
Jack dressed in Jill's clothes and Jill dressed in Jack's 
clothes and soon Mother came downstairs and she wondered why 
her children were-wearing their hats and she quickly pulled of' 
their hats but her children yelled April Fool before she had 
:finished. 
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III. Recognition and Correction of Run-on Sentences. 
a. Correction of a paragraph containing some run-on 
sentences. 
The following paragraph contains some run-on sentences. 
Spot them. Make the necessary corrections. Cross out some 
words, add end punctuation marks, and begin the right words 
with capitals. 
The Capitol of the United States of america in Washing-
ton, D. c. has 435 rooms, 11 elevators and 6,000 light 
sockets many carpenters, electricians, engineers, plumbers, 
window washers, and other workers are needed to keep the 
building in good condition and so clock repairers are fre-
quently busy there. Locksmiths have to answer many calls to 
open locked doors when keys can't be found carpenters make 
new parts for worn-out parts of furniture. 
b. Correction of a paragraph containing fragments and run-oi 
sentences. 
The following paragraph contains several errors. Some 
groups of words have been written as sentences, but are not 
sentences. Other groups ot words contain the run-on mistake 
Try to write the paragraph correctly • 
.. 
Every year thousands of people visit the Capitol. They 
pay :for a guided tour and follow the guide. Who tells in-
teresting stories about the Capitol. Children may visit too 
and a little girl noticed something very funny one day. She 
was looking at a picture called Baptism of Pocahontas. She 
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was so surp:roised. That she called out loud, nLook, Daddy, 
the ma.n has six toestn When he looked, Daddy saw an Indian 
with six toes and we do not know whethe:ro the a:rotist made a 
mistake. O:r> did it on pu:ropose. 
IV. Writing O:roiginal Sentences. 
a. Detailed suggestions given. 
1. W:roiting a sto:roy by answe:roing each of a set. of four num-
be:roed questions by a statement. 
Answe:ro each question below by w:roiting one sentence only. 
Keep the sentences apa:rot. W:roite the fou:ro sentences in a pa:roa 
g:roaph. 
Running on an E:r>rand 
(1) What were you doing when a neighbor called you? 
(2) What did she ask you to do? 
(3) When did you do the errand? 
(4) What reward did you get? 
2. Writing four sentences about a topic following fou:ro num-
bered suggestions in outline fo:rom.· 
Answe:ro each topic below by writing one sentence only. 
Keep the sentences apart. Write the four sentences in a 
parag:roaph. 
The Most Enjoyable Season 
(1) What··:season it is. 
(2) Time cove:roed by it. 
(3) Why you like it. 
(4) One thing you do during the season. 
3. Writing four sentences following four suggestions by 
topics separated by semi-colons. 
Write four sentences to tell about these four topics. 
Keep your sentences apart. Write the sentences in a para-
graph. 
Your favorite dessert; when it is in season; who makes 
it the best; how much of it would you like to eat at a time. 
4. Writing a report by answering in an unlimited number of 
sentences a series of unnumbered questions written in 
paragraph form. 
Answer the following questions. You may write as many 
sentences as you need to answer them well. Keep your senten-
ces apart. Write them in a paragraph. Your paragraph will 
be a report. · 
A Pet 
What animal would you like to have for a pet? Where 
would you get it? Where would you keep it? What training 
would you give it? 
Baseball 
Where must baseball be played? How many teams compete 
in a game? How many playe-rs ,are needed to make a team? What 
are the names of the player positions? Where does each play-
er s.tand? What are the important rules that all players must 
follow? How is the game scored? What team is the winner? 
5. Writing a story in as many sentences as are necessary 
about the topics separated by semi-colons. 
Write a story telling what you are asked to tell in sen-
tences. You may write as many sentences as you need, but be 
sure to·keep your sentences apart. Write the sentences in a 
paragraph. 
Almost.Late! 
Tell when you were to be at a certain place; why you 
would want to be on time; what happened to delay you; how you 
managed to get there on time; how you felt when yo~ arrived 
just in time. 
b. Topic suggestion. only given. 
1. Finishing a story. 
Here is an unfinished story. Think how you might end it 
Add at least three sentences. Be sure to keep your sentences 
apart. 
The score was tie~ 4-4 in the last of the ninth. The 
lead-off man struck at the first pitch with all his might, 
sending the ball high over the pitcher's head straight to the 
waiting hands of the center~fielder for the first out. The 
second man tried something different; he waited for a good 
ball. The count was 2 strikes, 3 balls. The pitch came. 
He swung. The catcher held it up gleefully. Now it was up 
to Tom. 
2. ·Writing a report, using a given beginning sentence. 
Use the sentence below as the beginning of a report. 
Write as many sentences as you need, making sure that you 
keep your sentences apart. 
Just as I was reaching ~or a glass o~ water the lights 
went out! 
3. Writing a news item. 
Write a news item. It may be about any person you 
know. Be sure that everything you write is true. Keep 
your sentences apart. 
4. Writing an unlimited number of sentences about a topic. 
Write as many sentences as you need about any animal. 
It may or may not be your own pet. It may or may not be a 
house animal. Be sure that you choose an animal that you 
have watched carefully so that your story will be interest-
ing. 
5. 
Keep your sentences apart. 
Writing a report after watching an act or a pantomime. 
Watch Alice and John carefully. They will try to con-
~use you. If you are a good reporter you will observe ac-
curately and report accurately. Write a report of what you 
have seen. Keep your sentences apart. 
Alice and John enter the room. Alice is carrying a re 
book in which a letter is almost completely hidden. John 
is carrying a green book. They are looking very attentivel 
at each other, smiling, shaking their heads with agreement, 
and even laughing audibly. Suddenly Alice drops her book. 
John quickly recovers it. He hands her his green book, 
making a deep bow as he does so. He keeps her red book wit: 
the letter still inside it. They leave the room, each by a 
different door, waving their hands as they go out. 
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0. Exercises to Correct the Fault of Writing Choppy Sentences. 
I. Study of Methods of Improving Choppy Sentences. 
a. Two or three choppy sentences joined into one sentence by 
·. joining ideas and leaving out words or by using connecting 
words. 
Reading stories written in short sentences only may be 
tiresome. There are ways to combine short, choppy sentences 
into one longer sentence. Good writers learn how to do so. 
Study the following sentences. Can you notice how the short 
sentences have been combined into one long sentence? Ideas 
are joined and words left out or joining words are used to 
combine the short sentences. 
(1) A canary is a small ·bird. It is yellow. 
A canary is a small, yellow bird. 
(2) The robin is a fat bird. It has a red breast and a 
yellow bill. 
The robin is a fat bird with a red breast and a 
yellow bill. 
(3) A crow is a big, black bird. It can imitate other 
birds. It can imitate people, too. 
A crow is a big, black bird that can imitate other 
birds and people, too. 
(4) Sparrows eat many insects. Starlings eat many in-
sects. 
Sparrows and starlings eat many insects. 
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(5) The blue jays spend summers in the north. 
They spend their winters in the north, also. 
The blue jays spend their summers and also 
their winters in the north. 
(6) The bluebird flies to the south in the fall 
The bluebird stays in the south until spring. 
The bluebird flies to the south in the fall 
and stays there until spring. 
II. Rewriting Choppy Sentences. 
a. Changing two or more choppy sentences into one sentence 
by joining ideas, and leaving out words. 
1. Following a model. 
Notice· how the choppy sentences have been combined 
into one longer sentence. Then try to combine the other 
choppy sentences into one sentence in the same way. 
Model: John is a tall boy. He i"s a thin boy. His 
hair is wavy, too. 
John is a tall, thin boy with wavy hair. 
Yours to try: Alice is a short girl. She is a fat 
girl. Her eyes are brown. Her hair is brown. 
2. No model to follow. 
Try combining these short sentences into one sentence. 
Tom bought a new bicycle. He bought it yesterday. 
The bicycle was red. It had a basket on the handlebars·. 
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b. Changing two sentences into one sentence by using a give~ 
~-·-
connecting word, following a model. 
1. Connecting word first. 
Notice how these short sentences have been combined by 
using the word when at the beginning. 
Mary noticed big, black clouds in the sky. She ran into 
the house to shut the open window. 
When Mary noticed the big, black clouds in the sky, she 
ran into the house to shut the open windows. 
Now you try to join the two choppy sentences by using 
the word ~ at the beginning. 
Mary raced downstairs. She buttoned her coat. 
2. Connecting word between the parts. 
·Notice that these short sentences have been combined by 
using the word because between the two parts. 
Model: Mr. Smith ordered dozens of frankforts. He was 
treating the boy scouts to a cook-out. 
Mr. Smith ordered dozens of frankforts because he was 
treating the boy scouts to a cook-out. 
Yours to try: Now you try to join the choppy sentences 
by combining them.with the word while between the two parts. 
Joseph started the fire. Edward split the rolls • 
.... 
c. Chan~ing two sentences into one sentence by using a joinin~ 
word; no model to follow. 
l. List of joining words given. 
··change the two short sentences into one sentence by usin~ 
a joihing word. Choose the joining word from this lis~: 
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and, but, or, because, if, that, who, which, since, as, when, 
while, until, after, before, in, unless, although, where, so. 
Baseball is such a good sport. Many boys and girls like 
to play it. 
2. No list of joining words given. 
Change these choppy sentences into one sentence. This 
time there is no list of joining words to help you. 
Rover found Bob's shoe yesterday. It had been lost for 
two days. 
d. Changing only the choppy sentences in a paragraph. 
This paragraph has some choppy sentences. Write it 
correctly. 
In Central America is a lizard called the basilisk. It 
has a mottled hide. The hide matches his surroundings. His 
enemies find it hard to see him. A hawk might spy him nestin€ 
on a riverbank. The basilisk can get away in a hurry by run-
ning on the top of the watert His big feet with long toes 
support his slender body. He can keep on top of the water for 
a quarter of a mile. He does not slow down. 
II. Writing Original Sentences. 
a. ·write in one sentence, using joining words, alr the ideas 
gleaned after watching an act or pantomime. 
Watch Nancy's performance carefully. When she has fin-
. . . ~ . 
ished, you Will write in one long sentence only, as many ideas 
about the act as you can possibly get in. Use joining words 
to help. Think of yourself as an alert reporter, spy, inves~ 
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tigator, or a witness. Report accurately what you have no-
ticed. 
Nancy walks hurriedly to the blackboard. She picks up 
a piece of chalk and taps gently on the board with it. With 
a shake of her head, she begins to write the words, "There 
will be no school on Friday." She looks back to view her 
worS:. She erases the word 11Friday" slowly and scribbles 
. . 11 Saturdayn in its place. Putting down the chalk, she leaves 
the room. 
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p. Exercises to Gain Skill in Writing Sentences of Variety. 
1. Making Short Sentences Longer. 
a. Study of model sentences made longer by the addition, 
one at a time, of suggested ideas. 
Here are two very short sentences. Notice how they are 
made more meaningful by the addition of each idea. 
door. 
The dog barked. I drank some juice. 
Add words to tell when: 
Last night the dog barked. 
This morning I drank some juice; 
Add words to tell where: 
Last night the dog barked by the kitchen door. 
This morning I drank some juice at the table. 
Add words to tell v7hat kind: 
Last night the police dog barked by the kitchen door. 
This morning I drank some tomato juice at the.,table. 
Add words to tell what color: 
Last night the brown police dog barked by the kitchen 
This morning I drank some red tomato juice at the table 
Add words to tell what size: 
Last night the big brown police dog barked by the 
kitchen door. 
This morning I drank a small glass of red tomato juice 
at the table. 
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Add words to tell how: 
Last night the big, brown police dog barked loudly by 
the kitchen door. 
This morning I drank a small glass o:f red tomato juice 
slowly at the table. 
Add words to tell why: 
Last night the big, brown police dog barked loudly by 
the kitchen door because he heard some boys coming up the 
back steps. 
This morning at the table I drank a small glass o:f red 
tomato juice slowly because it was very cold. 
Add words to tell how many: 
Last night the big, brown police dog barked loudly by 
the kitchen door because he heard three boys coming up the 
back steps. 
This morning at the table I drank one small glass o:f 
red tomato juice slowly because it was very cold. 
Add better words to tell about the action: 
Last night the big, brown police dog barked loudly by 
the kitchen door because he heard three boys climbing the 
back steps. 
This morning at the table I sipped one small glass o:f 
red tomato juice slowly because it was very cold. 
b. Writing o:f longer sentences by the addition o:f ideas, one 
at a time, :following a list o:f suggestions. 
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He~e are some short sentences._ Make them longer by 
adding words which will tell about the ideas suggested. Add 
one idea at a time. The last sentence will be the longest. 
The automobile stopped. 
Add words to tell when, where, what color, what 
kind, and why. 
I hea~d a sound. 
Add wo~ds to tell what sound, when, where, how, 
and why. 
c. O~iginal w~iting. 
Watch Carol carefully. She will give you when and where 
clues. Then she will perform for you. When she has finished 
you will try ve~y hard to write in only one sentence all 
about her act, being very sure to include words to tell when 
and where. 
Clues: Carol arranges the hands of a toy clock so that 
it denotes four o'clock. She points to yesterday's date on 
the calendar. She holds up a sign reading 11 Joe's Groceryu 
and stands it up on the bookcase. 
Action: Carol runs quickly to the store, puts a dime 
on the shelf, grabs two big, red apples, and runs away. 
II. Va~iety of Sentences. 
a. Exclamations. 
1. Study of how statements are made into exclamations. 
Notice how the following statements have been changed 
into exclamations. It is easy, isn't it? Write exclamationE 
whenever you feel the need to show strong feeling to express 
excitement, surprise, fear, hatred, danger, disgust, sorrow, 
a wish, or a command. The statements are first. 
You have sparkling brown eyes. 
What sparkling brown eyes you havej 
The boys ran fast. 
How fast the boys rant 
The children were happy to see their Uncle Ned. 
How happy the children were to see their Uncle Ned! 
The house is on fire. (News item) 
Look! The house is on fire! (Danger) 
I wish I had wings like a bird. 
Oh, I wish I had wings like a bird! 
He is right. • 
Indeed! He is right! 
Bring me some ice. (Being helpful) 
Hurryt Bring me some ice! (Emergency) 
He has gone. 
Alas! He has gone! 
2. Changing statements into exclamations. 
Change these statements into exclamations: 
John is proud of his new bicycle. 
Mary can play the piano well. 
3. Writing exclamations which might be made under given 
"ifu situations. 
~4 
Write the exclamations you might make under the fol-
lowing "if 11 situations: 
If you found a dollar bill. 
If you listened to a funny story. 
If you didn 1 t have enough money to buy a present. 
If you needed some cloth to wrap around a badly 
cut hand. 
4. Writing exclamations after viewing an act. 
Watch William and Richard while they perform for you. 
When they finish you will write only one sentence which is 
an exclamation about the performance. 
William and Richard go to the blackboard, take some 
chalk; and start to add a long column of figures. William 
quickly and unhesitantly finds his answer. Richard.obtains 
an answer slowly, but he erases it. He adds again and allowf 
it to remain. Both answers are right. 
b. Commands. 
1. Study of sentences written as commands. 
If you would like to have someone open tha window, the 
words you speak might form a statement, a question, or a 
command: 
You may open the window. ( Statement) 
Would you please open the window?(Question) 
Please open the window~ (Command) 
' Here are some commands you may have seen on signs at the 
appropriate places: 
Drive slowly. Pay the cashier. 
Keep off the grass. Watch your step. 
In a command the word nyoun is left out. Commands 
~re used in giving directions for making anything, for lo-
cating a place, for playing a game, and for doing any kind 
of activity concerning good health, safety, work, or play. 
2. Identifying the command. 
Write a "0 11 in front of the command: 
Please shut the door. 
Will you please shut the door? 
You may shut the door, please. 
Mother would appreciate your help. 
Please help Mother. 
Will you pl~ase help Mother? 
3. Writing a command for a given situation. 
Write a command you might make for the following sit-
uations: 
A boy playing ball. 
A girl ice-skating. 
A man driving a car. 
A woman in a dentist's chair. 
A dog with a bone in his mouth. 
Noisy children in a library. 
4. Writing a note containing a request . 
.:"Think of a. request that would be possible for someone 
·' 
to carry out in the classroom. You may make the request for 
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a person to do something funny or something serious; some-
thing hard or something easy; something that needs to be 
done, or something that is useless. Write the command on a 
piece of paper. When you are called you may give it to any-
one whom you think will be able to grant your request and 
provide pleasure for the class. 
c. Writing a three-sentence story containing a statement, a 
question, and a command. 
1. Topic suggested. 
Write a three-sentence story. Make one sentence a 
statement, one a question, and one an exclamation. The 
order is left to you to decide. Write your story about a 
game you saw, a movie you enjoyed; a new dessert you tried, 
a trip you took, a joke played on you, or a sad ending. 
2. Writing about a viewed act. 
Watch Billy and Bobby carefully. They will perform for 
your pleasure. When they have finished you will write about 
what you saw in three sentences, a statement, a question, 
and an exclamation. 
Billy and Bobby look for their rubbers in the coat room 
Billy finds a pair quickly and after a struggle he gets them 
on. Bobby hunts for his rubbers in vain. He holds up a pail 
of rubbers for Billy to see. Inside the rubbers Billy finds 
his name. He stamps his feet in disgust. 
d. Writing a four-sentence story in the four types of sen-
tences, following a suggestion. 
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Write a story in four sentences, each one being a 
different kind. Pretend you are talking to one of the 
following: a policeman,. a store clerk, one of your parents 
your best:friend, your favorite neighbor, or to the owner 
of any animal, any machine, or anything which interests you 
Here is a sample story. You can notice readily the 
command, the statement, the exclamation, and the question. 
Wait for me, Mr>s. Brown.. I have not seen your dog 
Heidi for two days. How I have missed her! What has hap-
pened to her? 
III. Words in a Series. 
a. Study of the way groups of short sentences may be writter 
into one sentence by using a series construction. 
1. Single words. 
Here are groups of short sentences telling about one 
thing. What tiresome sentences they are! Notice how the 
ideas may be. written into one sentence. Did you detect the 
commas and the joining word? Such a sentence contains words 
in a series. 
For breakfast Mary had melon. She had oatmeal. She 
had an egg. She had toast. She had milk. 
For breakfast Mary had melon, oatmeal, an egg, toast, 
and milk. 
Maple trees lose their leaves in the fall. Oak trees 
lose their leaves in the fall. Elm trees lose their leaves 
in the fall. 
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II . 
fall. 
You may go with Uncle Tom. You may go with Ned. You 
may go with Aunt Alice. 
You may go with Uncle Tom, with Ned, or with Aunt 
Alice. 
2. Groups of words. 
Here are groups of short, tiresome sentences about on€ 
thing. How much better the ideas are expressed in one sen-
tencet Do you understand how? 
Mary washed the dishes for her mother. She swept the 
·floor-for her mother. She tidied the living room. 
Mary washed the dishes, swept the floor, and tidied 
the living room for her mother. 
You may travel from Boston to New York by express or 
local train. You may travel from Boston to New York by 
airplane. You may travel from Boston to New York lei-
surely by bus . 
You may travel from Boston to New York by an express 
or local train, by airplane, or by a leisurely moving bus. 
b. Writing into one sentence, using a series construction, 
all the ideas in a group of short sentences. 
Write all the ideas in these short sentences in one 
sentence only, using words in a series. 
Jane has three red pencils in her pencil box. 
She has an ink eraser in it. 
She has a rountain pen in it. 
Bob has a collie for a pet. 
He has a black cat ror a pet. 
He has a white mouse, too. 
Joe is a good ball player because he can pitch well. 
He can catch, too. 
He. can play at rirs t base • 
Boston is a large city in Massachusetts. 
Worcester is a large city in Massachusetts. 
Springfield is a large city ill Massachusetts. 
At the picnic we had run playing games. 
We had run eating. 
We had fun wading in the brook. 
John quickly put on his coat and hat. 
He picked up his books. 
He ran all the way to school. 
c. Answering questions by using words in a series. 
Answer each of the rollowing questions by writing one 
sentence containing words in a series. 
What three television programs do you like best to 
watch? 
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What are three pf your favorite games? 
d. Writing sentences by using a set of given words in a 
- series. 
Write a sentence using the following groups of words 
in a series: 
sauce, nuts, marshmallow 
running races, hiking through the woods, 
fishing in the pond 
e. Writing about an act just viewed, using words in a 
series. 
Watch Marie. She will perform for you. Try to re-
member all she does-because when she has finished, you will 
write a report of what she did in one sentence only, using 
words in a series. 
Marie takes out of her coat pocket a big red apple. 
She polishes it with her hands. She takes one big bite 
out of it. 
IV. Comparisons. 
a. Study of sentences written without and with comparisons. 
Here are sets of two sentences for you to study. In 
each set one sentence is better than the other because it 
has a comparison in it. 
When John made a hit, it made a sharp sound. 
When John made a hit, it sounded like a sharp crack of 
thunder. 
.ou;:n.on UM \®:r'ili tv 
Sa~oel Q1 ~~~cabloti 
· ........... Li bnrv -
l 
The new dollls arms felt soft. 
The new doll 1 s arms felt as soft as a baby's skin. 
b. Finishing sentences by adding comp~risons. 
Finish these sentences by making a comparison. 
The room was as dark as 
- - -
Jimmy was as red as 
- - - - - - -
The boy ran as fast as 
The medicine tasted like 
- - - -
Mother made a cookie shaped like a -
c. Using given comparisons in sentences. 
Use these comparisons in sentences of your own. Try 
to think of comparisons you have not heard others use. 
like a star as cool as as shiny as 
like a cat as loud as as noisy as 
d. Writing a sentence containing a comparison about an act 
As you watch George's act, think of how something he 
is doing is like something else. Then write about his act 
in a sentence containing a comparison. 
George walks across the room very slowly. His face 
registers pain. His shoulders are bent forward. His head 
hangs down so that his chin touches his chest. (like an 
old man) 
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V. Appositive Construction. 
a. Study o~ eleven model sentences to learn how two short 
sentences have been ~ormed into one longer sentence by 
the application o~ the appositive construction, using 
nouns, clauses, adjectives, verbals, and prepositional 
phrases. 
Study how two short sentences have been written as one 
sentence. 
(Model 1) 
William Upton made the winning goal. He is the captain 
o~ the team. 
William Upton, the captain o~ the team, made the winning 
goal. 
(Model 2) 
Baby John was wearing his hat. He re~used to take it 
o:r:r. 
Baby John, who was wearing his hat, re~used to take it 
o~f. 
(Model 3) 
The car is parked in the driveway. The car belongs to 
Mr. Smith. 
·The car that is parked in the driveway belongs to Mr. 
Smith~· 
(Model 4) 
Joseph went to school. It is on High Street. 
Joseph went to the school which is on High Street. 
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(Model 5) 
Miss Brown r s mother is ,ill. Miss Brown will not be in 
school today. 
Miss Brown, whose mother is ill, Will not be in school 
today. 
(Model 6) 
Mr. Jones is vacationing at the White Mountains. He wil: 
stay there for two weeks. 
. 
Mr. Jones is vacationing at the White Mountains, where 
he will stay for two weeks. 
(Model 7) 
My brother arrived home late. He was tired and hungry. 
My brother, tired and hungry, arrived home late. 
{Model 8) 
The dam was weakened by the flood. It had to be 
strengthened by sand bags. 
The dam, weakened by the flood, had to be strengthened 
by sand bags. 
(Model 9) 
The boy ran as fast as he could. He arrived at the bus 
stop on time. 
The boy, running as fast as he could, arrived at the bus 
stop on time. 
(Model 10) 
Please bring me the book. It is on the table. 
Please bring me the book on the table. 
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(Model 11) 
Give the message to that boy. He has red hair. 
-~ Give the message to that boy with red hair. 
b. Changing two short sentences into one long sentence, 
~ollowing the model. 
Change each set o~ short sentences into one sentence. 
Follow the model suggested. Model numbers are in v.a. above. 
(Model 1) 
John found the lost ball. He is a ~i~th grade boy. 
(Model 2) 
Tom was watching television. He did not want to go out. 
(Model 3) 
The red coat is hanging in the closet. It belongs to 
Alice~ 
(Model 4) 
Please go to the grocery store. It is on the corner. 
(Model 5) 
~s. Smithts son likes Coca Cola. Mrs. Smith can never 
seem to buy enough Coca Cola"to suit him. 
(Model 6) 
I will go to the s'eashore. There I can swim and rest on 
the sand. 
(Model 7) 
Bobby ~inished painting.the long ~ence. He was hot and 
sticky. 
55 
JL - - --
(Model 8) 
The book was torn by the baby. It had to be mended. 
(Model 9) 
The girl sang a soft, low song. She put the baby to 
sleep. 
(Model 10) 
Tom found his ball. It was under the table. 
(Model 11) 
Alice took care of a tiny baby boy. He had blond curls 
and brown eyes. 
c. Writing sentences using a set of given words as apposi-
tives; model to follow. 
Use each of the following words in a sentence, fol-
lowing the model suggested. Model numbers are in V.a. 
(Model 1) the star of the show 
boys 
(Model 2) 
(Model 3) 
(Model ~) 
(Model 5) 
who was a good player 
that always barks at strangers 
which sells home-made bread 
whose cellar was built for noise-making 
(Model 6) where it is warm 
(Model 7) cheerful as ever 
(Model 8) encouraged by his friends 
(Model 9) inspecting every tooth 
(Model 10) behind the stove 
(Model 11) with twinkling brown eyes 
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d. Writing an original sentence, using an appositive con-
struction, arter viewing an act. 
Watch Betty Ann. She will introduce herselr by a state 
ment. Then she will perrorm ror you. When she has rinished 
you will try to write in one sentence about her perrormance. 
The statement you write must be like one or the 11 models. 
·cv.a.) 
Betty Ann's statement: 11 I am interested in collecting 
stamps." 
She holds up three stamps rrom her collection and tells 
something about each one. 
VI. Varied Beginnings • 
a. Study or pairs or model sentences having changed order 
or words. 
Study each pair or sentences. Notice that the rirst or 
each pair begins in an ordinary way. The second begins in 
a dirrerent way. To write in an interesting manner, we must 
learn to begin sentences in various ways. 
1. I made a dollar mowing Mrs. Hubbard's law.n this 
morning. 
This morning I made a dollar mowing Mrs. Hubbard 1 s 
lawn. 
2. I bought a comic book at the drugstore. 
At the drugstore I bought a comic book. 
3. The clouds burst suddenly. 
Suddenly the clouds burst. 
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4. The plane seemed to grow smaller and smaller. 
Smaller and smaller the plane seemed to grow. 
5. We finished the dessert, but we left some of the 
vegetables. 
The dessert we finished, but we left some of the 
·' 
vegetables. 
6. It is an art to tell a good joke without laughing 
yourself. 
To tell a good joke without. laughing yourself, is 
an art. 
7. John, swimming with long strokes, reached the shore 
quickly. 
Swimming with long strokes, John reached the shore 
quickly. 
8. Mary hid the letter under the rug. 
Under the rug Mary hid the letter. 
9. The snow fell silently. 
Silently fell the snow. 
b. Rewriting sentences so that they begin with the under-
lined words. 
Rewrite these sentences so that they begin with the 
underlined part. 
Children do not attend school ~ Saturday. 
What a blizzard we had last night! 
Joseph remembers to talk softly sometimes. 
Will u watch television t 
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Florence buys new shoes every 'month. 
Obey .father's orders immed£atel'Y;.i 
~· ' 
2. We made sand castles at the beacn>' 
John lives there~ 
. ·~,~ 
Children at church inust-"'lYa>quiet. 
- '<t.._..,. 
Tommy skated ~-the smo~th ~~. 
.. -.... 
John sang in assembly this morning~- ''---:~·. 
-,_ -, 
--------·-· 
~---~· --.......... ·~ 3. The children laughed heartily when they saw tbe"'clown • 
..... 
The nurse walked silently in the hospital. 
A stranger appeared suddenly at the door. 
Jane .followed the directions carefully. 
The tired workers walked homeward slowly. 
4. The golden cake was delicate. 
The boy ran faster and faster toward the goal. 
--
The twins grew sleepier and sleepier while waiting .for 
SantaOlaus. 
Joe's bundle became heavier the longer he carried it. 
The weather was cold so Mary wore her warmest clothing. 
- ' 
5. The boys ate the candy willingly, but the salad they 
refused to eat. 
Mary made the cake _cheer.fy.lly, but she washed the 
--- ·--····--:--:~' 
dishes with disgust. 
Most boys read comics eagerly. 
Grandfather disliked new ideas. 
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Father remembers the dates of the Red Sox games but he 
forgets Motherts birthday. 
6. It is hard to explain the presence of God to young 
children. 
It is easy· to put off doing lessons. 
It is w:oong to lie. t 
--,_ 
You must understand the problem !£ be ~ to find the 
answer. 
Dr. Smith asked father for an interview to discuss my 
behavior. 
7. Joan, being tired and worried, fell into a deep sleep. 
Mr. Jones, running-~ long strides, was able to board 
the train. 
Mother, singing softly, put baby to sleep at last. 
The cake, piled high~ frosting, presented a welcome 
sight to the hungry children. 
Father, dressed in a Halloween costume, was not recog-
nized by his family. 
8. The baby crept around the corner. 
The hard-hit ball soared over the rooftops. 
The frightened pu~py hid under the sofa. 
Tommy crawled through an opening in the fence. 
We go to grandfatherts house for Thanksgiving. 
a 
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9· Rewrite the sentences so that the word underlined twice 
comes before the word underlined once. 
The moon rose over the mountain. 
--= 
The lost child cried-sorrowfully. 
Joseph skated swiftly over the smooth ice. 
Many geese in a V-formation ~ to the south. 
The victorious team marched triumphantly toward their 
dressing room. 
c. Rewriting sentences so that they have different begin-
nings. 
Rewrite these sentences so that they begin differently. 
1. We go to church on Sundays. 
2. Some hornets made their home in an old mail box. 
3. The jet zoomed swiftly out of sight. 
4. The weather grew colder and colder. 
5. Dogs dislike loud noises. 
6. It is not always easy to be honest. 
7· Mother, sawing with swift fingers, finished her new 
dress in time to wear it at a party. 
8. The hunting dog retrieved the fallen duck from the 
pond. 
9. The children shouted with glee after their victory. 
d. Rewriting a paragraph so that each sentence begins dif-
ferently. 
Rewrite this paragraph so that each sentence begins in 
l 
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\ 
a diff'eren t way. 
The police from Salem received many calls from fright-
ened women yesterday. A big black bird had been dive-bomb-
ing them while they were hanging out their cTothes. The 
trouble-maker flew off triumphantly with their clothespins il 
his beak. The bird broke one line into small pieces grad-
ually. The bird was trying to drag away big pieces of ply-
wood. Two men with a blanket sneaked up on the busy bird. 
He was hauled off to the police station. He ate peanuts, 
pop-corn, and candy while there. A policeman remembered 
that a twelve-year-old girl had reported a pet missing for 
two days. The owner of the crow came early tonight to the 
station with a cage and took the pet crow home. 
e. Writing about a skit in three or four sentences, each 
beginning a different way. 
Watch this skit carefully. Then write in three or four 
sentences about what you saw. Begin each sentence in a dif-
ferent way .• 
A girl hangs up on the wall a tail-less donkey. She 
calls for three volunteers. She gives each a paper tail. 
She blindfolds each one, twirls each around several times 
and says, "Pin the tail on the donkey.n When each has fin-
. 
ished she unblinds him. Naturally there is some show of 
amazement at the results. The winner is given a stick of 
gum. 
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CHAPTER IV 
EXERCISES FOR· SELECTED TOPICS 
This chapter contains more exercises of the types which 
prove to be of educational value to the writerts class f 
term's work. It may be necessary to refer to Chapter II f 
full explanation of the captions. However, an outline of 
topics pertinent merely to this chapter is produced here 
the convenience of the reader. The items preceded by an 
are those for which additional exercises have been written. 
Exercises to Correct the Fault of Writing Fragmentary 
Sentences. 
I. Recognition of Sentences. 
b. Paragraph work~ 
x2. Indicating the sentences and the fragments in a para-
graph of numbered groups of words, capitalization and 
end punctuation being used. 
Recognition of Fragments and Their Correction. 
xa. Correction of a paragraph wi!itten entirely in fragment 
correction being made by putting fragments together to 
make sentences. 
v. Writing Original Sentences. 
~ xd. Writing a sentence or more about an act or pantomimejus 
viewed. 
Exercises to Correct the Fault of Writing Run-on Sentence 
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II. Correction of Run-on Sentences. 
a. Errors caused by lack of capitalization and punctuati 
._, xl. · Correction made by writing two sentences. 
III. Recognition and Correction of Run-on Sentences. 
xb. Correction of a paragraph containing fragments and run 
on statements. 
I. Words in a Series. 
xe. Writing about an act just viewed, using words in a 
series. 
VI. Varied Beg~ings. 
xd. Rewriting a paragraph so that each sentence begins 
differently. 
A.I.b.2. 
The groups of words in each paragraph are numbered. 
Some are sentences and some are not. Under each paragr 
write the numbers of the sentences. 
1. Did you know that bellhops must report big tips? 
2. In a fine New York hotel one day. 3. A bellhop f 
a folded one-hUndred dollar bill in his hand. 4. Ptit 
there by a marine leaving hurriedly. 5. The marine's 
mistake to be sure. 6. The bellhop returned it. 7. How 
grateful was the mar 
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time with the one-htmdred dollar bill in his pocket. 
9. The bellhop was satisfied with a five-dollar tip. 
1. Forty-five bus passengers and many motorists had 
a scare. 2. The bus driver had a stroke. 3. Passengers 
went on a wild three-mile ride. 4. A jolt brought the 
driver back to his senses. 5. The bus crowded ten cars 
off the road. 6. Struck two cars and drove across the 
railroad track. 7. While a train was approaching. 8.Wha 
a miraclet 9. Nobody was hurt. 
1. In New Zealand lives a bird called the Kiwi. 
2. A tailless~ a wingless~ long-nosed bird. 3. This 
bird can run swiftly, hear keenly, and scent danger easily 
4. But can see very poorly. 5. Resting on her long beak 
if not smelling out worms to eat. 6. Can you guess how 
big she is? 7· As big as a chicken weighing five pounds. 
8. What a big egg it lays! 9. One pound in weight. 
1. What baby can drink a gallon of milk at a time? 
2. A two-week-old seal pup. 3. What a big meal! 4. 
big meal must last for days. 5- While mother seal fishes 
at sea. 6. Sometimes a whole week before she comes back. 
7. When mother is back, the pup makes up for lost time. 
8. The pup looks like a little black balloon. 9. So 
sleepy after its big meal, that it sleeps for several days 
1. Have you seen dishes that won 1 t break? 2. Some 
companies mold plastic dishes. 3. Which are guaranteed 
for a year not to break, or crack, or chip in ordinary use 
4. They may be washed by hand or by an electric dish-
washer. 5· In many beautiful colors, light or dark, and 
in a variety of sizes and shapes. 6. Have many of these 
dishes been sold? 7. Yes, many sets have been sold. 
8. Still complete after years of service. 
1. Did you ever hear of a baby bigger than its 
parents?2.There is one. 3. Not a human baby but a bird 
called the shearwater. 4. The parents stuff their babies 
with food. 5· For a few weeks after their birth. 6. 
mother and father fly back and forth from the beach to the 
nest. 7. With fine food for their babies. 8. How fat 
the babies growl 9· They grow bigger than their parents • 
. • 
10. Then away fly the mother and father bird. 11. No 
more food for their fat babies. 12. Who live on their 
own fat. 13. When they get thin enough to fly and str 
enough to fly. -·14. The babies get their ovm food from 
the sea. 
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A.rv.a. 
All of the word groups in each paragraph are frag-
ments~ Write each paragraph in sentences by putting frag-
ments together. 
(Five sentences) 
When John finished reading the story about pangolins 
He told his little sister about the amazing creatures. 
Which live in India, Africa, and Malaya. The anteaters, 
as they are commonly called. Eat ants, grubs, and beetle~. 
For whicp: they go hunting at night. As they amble over 
the ground. They move with slow steps. Pushing the high 
grass aside. Looking over the ground for ant mounds. 
With wormlike tongues. They capture the ants. When a 
pangolin sees danger. He rolls himself into a ball. 
Which requires four men to unroll. 
(Five sentences) 
.. 
In the year of 1872. A story writer sent Phileas 
Fogg, a character of his own imagination, around the world 
In 80 days. To the surprise of many readers. Without 
stopping Fogg pushed onward by steamship. By train, ele-
phant back and prairie ice sled. In the year of 1951. 
Newman Bumstead actually traveled around the world in 80 
days. For only six days. He traveled. The remaining 74 
days were spent. ·' Meeting people and seeing the sights of 
• 
24 lands. He went by air. Flying 31,000 miles. At a 
cost of $1,943.10. 
(Six sentences) 
In a valley in Italy. There is an area of natural 
volcanic steam jets. Some of these vents. Have been 
capped and piped to steam turbines. Which drive genera-
tors that are now producing one-twelfth of Italy's elec-
tricity. The concrete spool-shaped tower caps are so big. 
That they can be seen 40 miles away. The caps are con-
densers which cool volcanic steam. To water. After 
cleaning, the water is reheated. By more volcanic steam. 
The purified steam. Drives the generators. 
(Si:x: sentences) 
In Geneva, Switzerland. A four-thousand-dollar 
pocket watch has been made. For the President of Argen-
tina. Do you know? That it indicates the second, minute, 
hour, day of the week, date, month, and phase of the moon. 
Will the watch know? When February has 29 days. Yes. 
The watch remembers leap years. The watch strikes the 
·' houxa. The half-hours and quarter•hours too. It has two 
stop hands. Which permit the timing of two horses. 
'· . 
(Si:x: sentences) 
Some experts have said that·accidents injured at 
least·-10~ million people in a year. O.Jtl! an average of one 
='---=====lf===========================#===== 
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every three seconds. Most injuries happen during the 
summer. When there seems to be more time for indoor or 
outdoor activity. Perhaps if first aid lessons were well 
learned. Many a doctor's call could be saved. Many a 
life may be saved. rr people knew the right thing to do. 
And were able to do it. Just suppose that a nurse were tc 
come to your class once a week. To teach first aid. 
Would you be willing to study hard? So that you co~ld 
give first aid at the time it was needed? 
(Nine sentences) 
A few years ago 1300 acres or a forest. In North-
western Florida had been established as a home for a few 
birds. Once called America's rarest b.irds. Now that the 
ivory-billed woodpeckers have disappeared. They should 
be called extinct birds. The sanctuary has been given up. 
Because the bird h&s gone from the sight or man. The bire 
was as big as a crow. But his colors were black, red, anc 
white. With his bill he dug borers. From under the bark 
of dead trees. He had to find dead trees to get rood. 
Or he would starve. When the forest grew smaller. The 
bird round less and less food. How sad it is! That he 
was not smart enough to find other rood. Perhaps no one 
will ever see! The ivory~billed woodpecker again . 
. ~,-
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A.V.d. 
Watch your teacher carefully. She may get fooled! 
Notice sounds as well as actions. When she is through 
you will write one or more sentences to report what you 
have witnessed. 
The room is still. A loud knock is heard at the 
front door. The teacher walks to the front door to in-
vestigate. Just as she is about to open the door, a knock 
is heard at the back door. She walks to the back door and 
opens it. As she looks out into the empty hall, the front 
door opens. In ~alks a first grader with a note • 
Everyone watch Ted. Observe his movements and ex-
pressions carefully. When his act is over, you will write 
a report in a sentence or more of what you have noticed. 
Ted walks from his seat with a broken pencil in his 
hand. He sharpens it. On his way back to his seat he 
drops the pencil. He walks to the sharpener again and 
sharpens the pencil. This time he holds the pencil tightly 
in his hand and gets to his seat without mishap. He starts 
to write at his desk. · He bears down hard. The pencil 
breaks. He is disgusted for a moment. Out of his pocket 
he brings forth a mechanical pencil and continues to write 
with satisfaction. 
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Soon you will see Alice. Watch her carefully. After 
she leaves I will ask you to write something about her. 
Keep your eyes open now. Here she comes. 
Alice enters the room. She hands the teacher a note. 
The teacher unfolds the note,reads it silently, signs it, 
and returns it to Alice. In the meantime, Alice noncha-
lantly picks up a book. She walks out with the book as 
well as the note. 
Write a sentence to describe what Alice was wearing. 
Jim, Bill, and Ted are good friends, but they like to 
play tricks on one another whenever they can manage it. 
Watch them carefully now. When they sit down, I will ask 
you to write something about them. 
Jim is doing correctly a long division example on the 
blackboard. Just as he writes the last figure Ted and 
Bill walk to him. Ted taps him on the left shoulder. Jim 
turns to the left. ·Ted gives him a ball. Bill, in the 
meantime, changes a figure so that the example is now 
wrong. Jim, of course, is too busy looking at the ball 
and thanking Ted for it to notice what Bill had done. All 
three boys sit down looking happy. 
Write a sentence to tell why Jim was happy. 
Write a sentence to tell why Ted and Bill were happy. 
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Watch Marita and Florence carefully. They are to do 
some very simple things. Each Will try to finish first. 
They may become clumsy or confused. Then again, perhaps 
they Will not. When they sit down, you will write a re-
port in one or more sentences of what they have done. 
Marita and Florence walk into the room. Each is 
carrying a small suitcase. At the go signal each girl 
opens her suitcase, looks over its contents, and puts on 
whatever is in it as fast as she can. In each case are 
a kerchief, a hair ribbon, a ring, and a pair of gloves. 
As soon as the girls have worn the articles, they will 
close the suitcases and sit down. 
Watch Albert and Donald have a balloon race. The 
winner will be the one who first breaks his balloon by 
blowing into it. Notice everything they do. When the 
race is over, you will be asked to write a sentence to 
answer two questions about the race. 
Albert and Donald reach into a bag to get a balloon. 
At a go signal they start to blow their balloons. They 
blow until one of the balloons bursts. 
Questions to be answered: 
1. What did Albert do when the balloon broke? 
2. What did Donald do when the balloon broke? 
- 1--
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B.rr.a.l. 
The following groups of words are written as if they 
made one sentence. Actually the words make two sentences. 
Can you spot the run-on error? Make the necessary cor-
rections. Put in the punctuation marks and change into 
capital letters the wrong small letters. 
On a rainy day Robert covered his head completely 
with a newspaper he kept his head dry but he obtained a 
swelling on his forehead when he bumped into a post which 
he could not see. 
Douglas ran down pell-mell from his bedroom on the >---
second floor to answer the persistently ringing telephone 
in the hall on the first floor what a disappointment he 
felt when he picked up the receiver and heard only the 
dial-tone i. 
Sandra read an exciting story in her new magazine 
she became saddened when it ended with the words 11 con-
tinued next month. 11 
What a terrific swing Paul took he twisted himself 
arouii.d completely and faced the g~t@h~.i' g-leefully hold-
ing up the ball. 
Paul saw a circular.rainbow around the light but no 
one else could see it his parents realized that Paul 
needed to have his eyes examined ror glasses. 
One warm spring day all the children were quiet as 
they were reading when a whistle caused all or them to 
look up with puzzled expression·s no one knew who was 
guilty or disturbing the peace except the teacher who 
recognized the call or the oriole building a nest in a 
near-by tree. 
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B.III.b. 
The following !)aragraphs contain several errors. 
Some groups of words have been written as sentences, but 
are not sentences. Other groups of words contain the run· 
on mistake. Try to write the paragraphs correctly. 
Does December 22 mean anything to you? If you lived 
" 
in Mexico City. You would know that it is the Day of the 
Traffic Officer. On that day drivers give presents. To 
their favorite policemen. They give groceries and they 
give cigarettes and the-y give wines. Everyone is happy. 
It is much better than the old custom of paying fines to 
the policemen and now both the drivers and the traffic 
policemen do their jobs much better. 
Last spring 'Mr .• Mack gave to each of his ten-year-
old twins a new regulation baseball. How hap~y Billy and 
Bobby weret In the house they examined the balls care-
fully and they read aloud every word on them and they 
felt every stitch on them over and over again and they 
threw them up in the air and caught them in their gloved 
hands at last Mother demanded that they play outdoors. 
To the field they raced with bats, gloves, and balls and 
there they met several other boys and they naturally had 
a game to initiate the new balls. Billy, using his new 
ball, hit 5 homers but Bobby, using his new ball, hit 
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merely a few high flies so Bobby.blamed his poor showing 
. 
on the fact that Billy's ball was livelier. Billy knew 
a good answer to that charge and he told Bobby that the 
Bureau of Standards tests regulation balls and they say 
one ball is not livelier than another and so it must be 
that some batters are better. 
Did you ever ring a fire alarm? One night an auto-
mobile driver saw a blazing fire. In a wooded section of 
Washington, D.· c. He drove fast to the nearest alarm box. 
Put in ·a call for the engines. Quickly the firemen reached 
the fire and they found a group of men watching a blaze 
roar through the inside of a small brick building and they 
were not even trying to put out the flame. Can you guess 
what they were·doing instead? Reading instruments con-
nected to wires running into· the blazing structure_. The 
men were from the National Bureau of Standards and they 
were testing new ~!reproof building materials and they 
were trying to find how hot it was inside the building. 
That was one false alarm that was worth the costt 
Do you like to eat sandwiches for lunch? There are 
some sandwiches you could never eat. Because they are 
made of glass. In the Library of Congress glass sand-
wiches save the Declaration of Independence and the Con-
stitution. Scientists used special glass filters to drink 
up harmful light rays and they take out the air in the 
sandwich and they fill up the space with helium. Why do 
they take out the air? The air slowly wears out the paper. 
But helium will not cause the paper to waste away. 
Betty ~anted only one present on her fifth birthday. 
A doll. Not just an ordinary doll,but a special kind. 
Just the right size for Betty to carry up and downstairs, 
or in and out of the car. With the doll comes a layette 
set of a shirt, panties, a dress, a bonnet, diapers, tis-
sues, soap, face cloth, towel, and a bottle. Also a bubble 
pipe. This baby doll can cry real tears and it can wet her 
diapers, and it can blow bubbles and her body is made of 
rubber so she is soft to touch. Like a real baby. How 
Betty wished her mother and father would buy such a doll 
for her birthday present1 
William heard strange noises in his house. He couldn't 
decide what it was and he couldn't find out from where it 
came and he kept on hearing the noises for several days. 
At last he thought. That the sounds were coming from the 
fireplace. He placed his head inside the chimney and he 
listened and he heard the noises coming from there. To 
find out what made the sounds William gathered together a 
mirror, a flashlight, and a broom and he wore gloves and a 
. . 
hat for protection. Exploring with the broom aided by the 
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flashlight and mirror and what did he discover? A wild 
duck still alive although hurt somewhat. William decided 
to take care of it in his house and free it. When it is 
well again. 
C •. II .d. 
Each paragraph has some choppy sentences. Think how 
to improve each one. Then rewrite each paragraph. 
Father and Mother Robin work together. Their hard 
work is made easier. They build their nest together. 
They feed their family·together. Robins have brown backs. 
They have brown tails. They have brown heads. They have 
red breasts. They have yellow bills. They are easy to 
recognize. They hop about on lawns. They hurry for a 
foot or two. They stop suddenly. They look. They listen 
Some bird experts say that robins can hear the earthworms 
moving in the sod. Do you think this is so? 
Daniel went on a hike. He went with his big brother 
J'oe. They came to a patch of poison ivy. The ivy grew 
on the ground. It climbed along the branches of bushes. 
It hung from the branches of trees. They did not want to 
go through the poison ivy. They could see no other way 
to go. They decided to take·the risk. Dan copied Joe's 
acts. J'oe tied tall grass together. He used the grass 
string to tie his trousers tightly around his ankles. He 
pulled his hat down. He pulled it down as far as it 
would go. Then he pushed his right hand into his left 
sleeve as far as his elbow. Next he raised his arms. He 
lowered his face into them. Carefully he walked on the 
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poison-ivy leaves. Carefully he pushed aside the higher 
poison-ivy branches with his covered arm. At last they 
reached home. They scrubbed themselves with soap and 
water immediately. They changed their clothes immediately 
How happy they werel They did not break out with poison-
ivy. 
Indians often stole the hidden supplies of Western 
explorers. Indians were very clever. They could find the 
hiding places of the white men. Soon white men learned to 
build a safe cache. They picked a spot near a stream. 
. . 
They covered the place with skins. The skins would keep 
' 
the grass clear of shoe marks. They lifted out a part·of 
sod. They put it carefully aside. They dug out some dirt 
They piled the dirt on the skins. They tied it in bundles 
They put dry grass on the bottom of the hole. Then away 
they stowed their supplies. On top they placed a deerskin 
Next they put back the sod. They tossed away the bundles 
of dirt into the river. The river washed them downstream. 
No sign of digging gave away the hiding place. 
Water is a necessity. No one can live without water 
--for more than a week. Safe drinking water is a world-wide 
problem. It is becoming scarce in many parts of the world 
Scientists can make salt water safe to drink. They can 
make polluted water safe to drink. To get fresh water the~ 
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freeze salt water. The salt ;tloes _not. stick to the ice. / ----:;_.;:_ . 
The salt is left in the re~in..i.D.g sea:·~Jifa:te.~ ~_:~hey me 1 t 
- ~~-~ :,< . .,._. 
the ice. The water is ~te t~- dr~tc~T---3:-~: l:s-n:o~~·-,-;~t-y-.--·---
Scientists drop cert~}·;· c~.al~-- ~nt~ ~ltiT'a:-t~,r. The 
chemicals remove the salt. 'Th~er bec-~m~s safe to 
', 
drink. Scientists can make fresh wate~ another way. The 
-, 
distill the sea water. The salt is left~ Fresh water is 
-,. 
obtained. Polluted water can be made safe to drink: 
Scientists drop certain chemicals into it. They pas~·-it 
through filters. The water tastes good and is safe to 
drink. 
The Patty Z is a modern boat. She is a 32 foot 
lobster boat. She is tied up at Derby Wharf in Salem, 
Massachusetts when she is not out at sea. One afternoon 
her crew came back with lobsters. They had caught the 
lobsters in Gloucester. Her crew nnloaded the lobsters 
at the pier. Then the crew went ashore. They were still 
on the pier when a twister struck. It was 30 feet high. 
It was five feet wide at the base. It was 10 feet wide 
at the top. It lifted the Patty Z off the water for 4 
inches. It dumped her upside down with a big splash righ 
into her berth. Patty Z1 s windbreaker was damaged. Her 
instrument panel was damaged. Her steering apparatus was 
damaged. Wasn't it lucky that the crew were not aboard? 
Wasn 1 t it -lucky that the waterspout did not suck into it 
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any of the men on the pier? 
; 
\ 
In Africa there lives an animal called a jerboa. It 
is only 5 inches tall. It can jump 15 feet in one hop. 
By that hop it can get out of trouble's way. It has re-
markable sight. It can see in a complete circle. It 
never has to crane its neck to see what is above him. It 
never has to crane its neck to see what is behind him. 
It never has to crane its neck to see what is on either 
side of him. If an enemy is chasing the jerboa, he can 
keep an eye on it. He can look ahead for a hiding place. 
He never has to turn his head to look. Do you know what 
he looks like? He looks like a big mouse with very long 
whiskers. His hind legs are very long. His tail is very 
long. What a remarkable animal is the jumping jerboa! 
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D.III.e. 
You will have a chance to be a reporter today. Your 
paper requests that you write one sentence only about a 
person whose actions you have seen. As long as there is 
not a limit to the length of the sentence, you may compose 
your one sentence of as many words as you desire. Watch 
your subject carefully. Try to remember all of the acti 
performed. When the act is over, you will write one sen-
tence about it, using words in a series in order to incl 
in that sentence as many of the actions as 
1. 
Rita enters the room all out or breath. She hurriedl 
walks to the cloak closet, taking off her coat on the way. 
She hangs her coat on a hook. She races to her seat and 
sits down with a sigh of relief. She glances at the clock 
and cries out, "Whew, I just made ltt 11 
1·. 
2. 
Paula erases the writing on the blackboard. Taking 
straight up-and-down strokes she wipes down the blackboard 
with a cloth. She dusts orr the chalk-rail. She shakes 
the cloth out the open Window and puts it in the closet. 
Then she sits at her seat. 
Albert announces to the class, "I know I have a dime 
somewhere in my pocket. u '. He takes out a clean folded 
handkerchief, a marble, a package of gum, an apple core, 
a pencil stub, a baseball card, and an elastic band. He 
turns his pocket inside out. He finds the dime and 
proudly holds it up for all to see. 
4. 
Lawrence enters the room carrying a bag. He opens it 
to reveal a red, a blue, and a white ball. He walks to 
three children and to each gives a ball. 
5. 
Craig asks a child to leave the room. After the 
child is out of sight, he places a peanut in a button-
hole. He puts a peanut on his ear. He tucks one under 
his belt. He places one between his fingers. Then he 
calls in the child and says, "You may have four peanuts 
if you find them on me.u 
6. 
Gerald puts his hand into his pocket. He pulls out 
a deflated red balloon. He stretches it several times. 
34 
He puts it into his mouth. He blows air into it, stopping 
several times for breath. When it is blown fully, he 
fastens it to a stick. He marches around the room with it. 
He stops at a classmate's desk and presents it. 
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D.VI.d. 
Rewrite each paragraph so that each sentence begins 
in a different way. -
St. Lawrence Island is located in the Bering Sea. 
Gambell is a city on the coast of the island. A United 
States Army Camp and a Coast Guard are stationed in Gam-
bell. Joe E-. Brown, the comedian_, while on a u.s.a. tour, 
was stormboUnd in Gambell overnight. He entertained the 
natives· royally. The natives took an instant liking to 
·' Joe E. Brown, because they could see plainly that he 
liked:them. The Bambell Council proclaimed every March 
-' 18 11 Joe E. Brown :bay" and·a public holiday for the reason 
4 ' ' ~ 1 
that he made that day in 1942 a happy one. All work 
stops that day. Men lay aside their sealing guns. Child 
ren chew bubble gum irresistably. They are very happy 
indeed to celebrate Joe E. Brown Day! 
People do strange things sometimes. A woman who 
lived in California liked to wash clothes, so she washed 
every day~ She found pleasure in ironing, so she never 
left undone any of her ironing. She enjoyed shopping, so 
she went shopping every day in the afternoon. She was 
delighted to cook so she prepared fine meals. She hated 
to clean house. Her house became so dirty that· the board 
of health demanded that she clean it. She tried to clean 
it, but she could not. She burned the dirty house, in-
stead. She was arrested for setting a fire. She lived 
in a clean cell for a month. 
The water turkey or snake bird lives along the bayous 
and rivers of the Gulf Coast. The bird is easy to see 
when he's sitting in the top of a tall cypress tree before 
he goes fishing. The bird is hard to see while he's 
swimming around in the water. He sinks like a flash, fee 
first, if he is frightened. He comes up for air with his 
neck stiffened and his head sticking straight up. Then 
the bird looks like any other limb in the water, even to 
his smartest enemies. The bird has to be clever to esc 
from his enemies. 
Some Chinese tribes observe an unusual custom. They 
abide by this strange rite in the third month of every 
year. They toss bits of stone and scraps of metal into a 
large jar. They consider these to be the misfortunes of 
the past year. They put gunpowder on top of the scraps. 
They then bury the jar. They light the fuse. The jar 
blows up with a bang. Th~ Chinese believe that· they have 
.•. ' 
helped to ward off their .troubles for another year. It 
seems strange indeed that anyone would put faith in such 
a rituall 
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.V 
I~ 
An old lady carrying a briefcase walked briskly on 
Main Street. She stopped at the police station. She 
climbed up the stairs With a determined air and entered 
the building. She headed straight for the desk, spoke to 
the officer in charge, and took a seat on a hard bench. 
She took out a book from her briefcase and began to read 
it as fast as she could. She was trembling as she read, 
but still she continued. She came to the last page fi-
nally. She placed the book into her briefcase and left. 
Why did she go to the police station to read a book? She 
--
was so frightened by the book, a mystery, that she did 
not dare to finish it at home. She wanted to discover 
the ending, however, so she thought she could do so under 
police protection. She did so, believe it or notl 
Eighty-eight square yards of White nylon cloth lay 
on a iong, narrow table in front of Patricia Irwin. She 
will wear this outfit tomorrow at her graduation exercise • 
She was smoothing and folding it as carefully as if her 
life depended upon it. She would depend on it tomorrow. 
Pat Irwin, in order to graduate, would have to jump head 
first out of a plane at 2,500 feet. Pat, working care-
fully, finished the folding of the parachute in 45 min-
utes. She will wear it on her back and another in front 
just in case. She will be wondering constantly if she 
will have the nerve to jump. 
sue ce ssfull:v. ) 
(Note: She did jump 
SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE STUDY I I·~ . 
t 1. Improving paragraph writing. 
J 
! 
2. Testing the·sentence exercises. 
/ 
( 
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